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sanctuary of love that the family of the future will
become, the vexations incidental to the family will
diminish. For, in family life, as well as in so many
of the domains of our social activity, men are
making the greatest efforts to have the right to
misfortune. For instance, we feed children for
years on falsehoods, and then require them to be
upright men.

How charming is the exclamation of Montaigne:
" There is nothing so sweet as little French chil-
dren; but they usually disappoint our hopes." And
the great moralist, having raised the question,
answers it with delicious ingenuity: " I have heard
people of good judgment say that the schools to
which they are sent, which are numerous, exert
this brutalising influence." Already! Yet we
are understanding more and more that children
have the same right to truth that their fathers
have to liberty and equality. The joys which
children obtain at the fireside we are striving to
turn to the advantage of all the social structure.
For the child is the incarnation of happiness.
It proclaims and bestows this gift. "It is joy
wandering among us," as Victor Hugo says. A
child is the augmentation of the life of the parents.
It enlarges our present and extends our future.

Children, in addition to being the happiness of